What United States Failed To Learn From 
French Revolution 


14 July 1789, a mob of violent rioters stormed the Bastille fortress in Paris. The 
destruction of the fortress began on 15* July. Centuries of class discrimination 
finally resulted in a massive uprising throughout France. Peasants flocked to join 
the revolution, an uprising that shaped modern day Europe and eradication of 
Christian influence from European society. Hostility towards the aristocratic and 
clerical community turned the revolution violent. A community of peasants 
seeking rights and reforms turned out to be blood thirsty which resulted in 
several massacres against clerics and nobles. A rejection of religious authority, 
aristocratic and clerical privileges was trending among the French peasants, they 
no longer wanted the feudal system. Equal rights for all became the mainstream 
among the revolutionaries and the goal was to remove the class discrimination 
from French society. To understand how unprecedented the uprising was focusing 
on the population of the 3 social classes is necessary. In the 1780s the French 
population was around 24 million. The clerical estate numbering 100,000 was the 
most privileged among all. French noble class numbered around 400,000 and rest 
of the people were peasants. Peasants were the 98% of the population. 
Improvement in education and life standards made the peasant estate aware of 
the struggle they were going through and centuries old feudal class system kept 
them away from further improving their life standards including limited land 
holdings and heavy taxation. There was no taxation on clerical and noble estates, 
however, before the revolution started, a limited taxation was implemented on 
both estates further decreasing the stability of French monarchy. French 
participation in American civil war, food shortage, high inflation made the French 
government bankrupt and grew the seeds of revolution among French peasants 
who were the most affected by economic devastation. Philosophical ideas 
brought by John Locke and Baron de Montesquieu made the peasants understand 
the vulnerability in centuries old European feudal system. Scholars may not agree 
with the primary reason of French revolution but the corrupt and intolerant 
influence of aristocracy and clergy over the peasant state was the driving force 
and made the revolution inevitable. Thousands of nobles and clerics were 


slaughtered during the 10 years of revolution, churches were looted and 
vandalized, royal officials were executed. A method of execution occurred during 
the ‘Reign of Terror’ known as ‘Republican Marriage’ , where a naked man and 
woman were tied together and thrown to water until they died. The French 
revolution ‘exported the revolutionary ideas’ to neighborly countries which 
inspired the Germans, Austrians and Italians to overthrow their governments. 


After two centuries, once again the class discrimination can be seen in the 
modern social and economic structure of United States. It may not be 
unprecedented as before but a major economic collapse may lead to a violent 
political struggle for United States. Capitalist economic structure created the 
modern day unequal estates. The highly privileged estate is the rich corporation 
manipulating political discourse in order to push for an internal oligarchic system 
in the meantime getting tax cuts, government subsidies and creating lobby groups 
in order to maintain the status quo. Then comes the status quo preserving class, 
the class which drives the profit for the rich corporation starting from a 
corporation backed journalist trying to stop accurate information flow in order to 
drive corporation friendly narratives, to a politician favoring corporation backed 
lobby groups. The next class, ‘non-permanent comfortable class’ mostly paying 
off the student loan they once took, for a long period of their career and end up 
with a basic social security at the end of their 9 to 5 office career, if they are 
fortunate enough, they can buy a house with all they saved their entire life or may 
have to rely on the rented apartment they always relied on. This class may voice 
support for a reform but less likely to participate in a protest or reform 
movements, in order to stay employed in one of those corporation managed 
industries. The last and most under privileged estate are those who could not 
afford education and became the part of working class who can barely make ends 
meet. Most end up being homeless at the latter stages of their life as the 
increasing rent prices get out of their affordability. With low quality or no medical 
insurance at all, they do not have access to healthcare, mostly relying on food 
stamps or food banks, having 2 or 3 jobs in order to provide for the family and the 
suffering continues as the increasing price of better childcare as both parents are 


part of the workforce having several underpaying jobs. A significant number of 
the millennials are a part of this social class. 


United States being the richest nation on earth does not have universal 
healthcare, affordable education, affordable housing, living minimum wage. The 
Republican party and Democratic Party suppressed the voices of different third 
parties in US politics. Which resulted people being a member of these 2 major 
parties but divided into subgroups. The progressive faction inside Democratic 
party turned out to be a major faction after Bernie Sanders created a stronghold 
within the party. Bernie Sanders single handedly created an anti-establishment 
voice within the party. After his 2020 presidential nomination dropped because of 
influential pro-establishment intervention including Barack Obama, a significant 
number of progressive democrats switched to Green Party. With a nominal 
influence from the start of Green Party, it always struggled to attract members 
and the goal of Green party was limited to social media promotion which did not 
get a lot of popularity. A political upheaval is only possible if the progressive 
democrats will switch to Green Party. Recent attacks on progressive democrats 
from the moderate left faction of the party created more friction where 
Alexandria Ocasio Cortez and the squad started losing party popularity but huge 
wave of support came from progressive support base. More progressive 
candidates were elected in local elections further worrying the moderate left. 
Many of the young millennials understanding the social and economic problems, 
are joining many violent anarchical groups, many communist and Marxist groups 
in order to change US political structure to expect a better life in future. Whether 
they want a violent overthrow or a peaceful political transition, inequality and 
wealth gap led them to join such groups and organizations to make a change. US 
economy has its structure based upon wealth gap. Having only 2 major political 
parties and the reliance of these parties on wealthy donors always encouraged 
the policymakers to implement a favorable policy towards the ‘Wealth Hoarders’ . 
A third party based on grassroot support is essential more than ever to prevent a 
violent political unrest in United States. Green party maybe is a temporary 
solution, however a coalition of all the likeminded parties that can influence 
younger generation will see a better outcome to change the two party stronghold 
in US politics. 


3 of the most important issues that may create a future 
political upheaval in Unites States : 


1. 


Income inequality : According to Pew Research Center, In 2018, households 
in the top fifth of earners (with incomes of $130,001 or more that year) 
brought in 52% of all U.S. income, more than the lower four-fifths 
combined. Labor unions decreased when corporation managed industries 
and big businesses fired anyone who initiated to create a union or joined 
one. Big businesses did not suffer because of a good supply of manpower 
who are willing to accept policies related to wage and did not demand a 
better wage. Which exploited the labor market and most of the working 
class people remained underpaid. Many of the low skilled American 
workers also lost ground to low wage workers from many Asian countries 
who are systematically exploited by their local governments which made it 
possible to keep the production cost low further decreasing the domestic 
production growth and made importing such product more profitable for 
US government to meet consumer needs. To compete with foreign goods, 
many big businesses refused to increase the minimum wage and created 
lobby groups to influence both the Republican and Democratic party. The 
strategy worked successfully with only Green Party and Progressive 
Democrats complained about it for years. Republicans remained opposed 
and the moderate left of Democratic party showed only vocal support but 
later continued the status quo. Among the top 5% of households — those 
with incomes of at least $248,729 in 2018 — their share of all U.S. income 
rose from 16% in 1968 to 23% in 2018. 


. Wealth Gap: The wealth gap between America’s richest and poorer families 


more than doubled in the last 50 years. In 1989, millionaires and billionaires 
owned 60.4% of all wealth in United states. In 2019, it increased to 79%, 
while the bottom 50% families owned only 1.5 % of household wealth. The 
richest families are also the only ones whose wealth increased in the years 
after the start of the Great Recession. From 2007 to 2016, the median net 


worth of the top 20% increased 13%, to $1.2 million. For the top 5%, it 
increased by 4%, to $4.8 million. In contrast, the median net worth of 
families in lower tiers of wealth decreased by at least 20%. Families in the 
second-lowest fifth experienced a 39% loss (from $32,100 in 2007 to 
$19,500 in 2016) — Pew Research Center. Wealth redistribution is more of a 
violent and radical solution to such a problem, that’s why the government 
should regulate some economic policies mainly focusing the vulnerable and 
poor community to give them a fair share of wealth. Startup perks, one- 
time development project fund, high yield wealth programs may improve 
the condition slightly. However, to get a better outcome Wealth Tax must 
be implemented. 


. Possibility of FX Primary Currency Change : United states once had gold 
backed currency, but to play with a barely legal strategy French 
government understood that buying US dollars and exchange it for gold will 
improve French economy in future .United States left gold backed currency 
in 1933 but, in 1973 it had to implement many economic reforms to 
completely overhaul the economic structure to remove the gold backed 
remnants from the economy. In 1971, President Richard Nixon decided to 
decouple the US dollars from Gold which gave the concept of Fiat currency 
a trend in global economy. Since then, the US dollar mostly remained 
which made the US dollar a lucrative investment opportunity for Forex 
investors. The value of US dollars fell but thanks to the fall of other 
currencies it remained stable comparatively. Because of the stability of US 
dollar and US dollar being the primary currency for international business, 
US economy had less effect from global events. Most countries consider US 
dollar to be the reserve currency for the country’s national treasury or 
sovereign fund. US economic power in the world is shown most easily in 
the foreign exchange market. This comprises a multitude of transactions, 
usually across borders, for goods, services and flows of money to buy and 
sell equities, bonds, commodities, real estate and so forth. Most 
internationally traded commodities, like oil, copper, wheat and gold, are 
priced in terms of US dollars. Alternative started emerging as China became 
more aggressive in an undeclared economic warfare with United States. As 
more and more third world countries started falling for the Chinese Loan 


trap, they started losing valuable resources. China sought economic 
hegemony in Africa and already created a strong base in central Africa. As 
the local governments seeking more FDI from China, China started gaining 
access to natural resources, mines and more Chinese workers are moving 
to Africa to try their fortune in mining. High inflation and economic 
instability forced the poor African nations to seek economic alliance with 
China. As US is losing hold of many of the countries it once influenced, 
Chinese economic hegemony is at full pace to grab the former allies of US. 
‘Belt and Road Initiative’ by China created a global supply chain of Chinese 
products which is considered as the modern day ‘Silk Road’ . It included 
‘Silk Road Economic Belt’ and a ‘Maritime Silk Road’. On December 1, 2015, 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) announced that it awarded the 
yuan status as a reserve currency. China started encouraging the use of 
Yuan as a primary reserve and international trade currency as it signed 
deals with many Central Asian and Middle Eastern countries. When IMF 
gave Yuan the status of a reserve currency many countries specially the 
strategic enemies of US, started reserving Yuan. China targeted Asian and 
African countries for its economic hegemony as most of the third world 
countries with political instability are in these regions. However, China has 
a different strategy to counter the European countries and United States. It 
is slowly taking over European and US markets in order to decrease their 
domestic production. China is negotiating trade deals which lowers the 
price of Chinese goods by reducing the tariff. Many countries are grabbing 
the profitable deals without realizing how it is destroying the domestic 
production and keep the country away from self sufficiency. In near future, 
Chinese Yuan will be much more reliable international currency as China 
has the international economic foothold while United States is highly relied 
on China, will face a disastrous consequence in case of an economic or 
military confrontation. In such case, the global supply chain will come to a 
halt. 


